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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5595

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legi slature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Billig,
Litzow, Darneille, Fain, Hargrove, MAuliffe, Harper, Nelson, Hobbs,
Mul | et, Frockt, Ceveland, Rolfes, Kohl-Wlles, Shin, Kine, and
Conway)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to child care reform adding a new section to
chapter 43.215 RCW creating new sections; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The standards and guidelines described in this section are
intended for the guidance of the departnment and the departnent of
social and health services. They are not intended to, do not, and may
not be relied upon to create a right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable at |aw by a party inlitigation with the state.

(2) When providing services to parents applying for or receiving
wor ki ng connections child care benefits, the departnent nust provide
training to departnental enpl oyees on professionalism

(3) When providing services to parents applying for or receiving
wor ki ng connections child care benefits, the departnent of social and
heal th services has the follow ng responsibilities:

(a) To return all calls from parents receiving working connections
child care benefits within two busi ness days of receiving the call;

p. 1 2SSB 5595. SL
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(b) To develop a process by which parents receiving working
connections child care benefits can submt required forns and
information el ectronically by June 30, 2015;

(c) To notify providers and parents ten days before the |oss of
wor ki ng connections child care benefits; and

(d) To provide parents with a docunent that explains in detail and
in easily understood | anguage what services they are eligible for, how
t hey can appeal an adverse decision, and the parents' responsibilities
in obtaining and maintaining eligibility for working connections child
care.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1)(a) A legislative task force on child
care inprovenents for the future is established with nenbers as
provided in this subsection.

(1) The president of the senate shall appoint two nenbers fromeach
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate.

(11) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint two
menbers from each of the two largest caucuses in the house of
representatives.

(ii1) The president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives shall appoint fifteen nenbers representing the
follow ng interests:

(A) The departnent of early |earning;

(B) The departnent of social and health services;

(C The early learning advisory conmttee;

(D) Thrive by five;

(E) Private pay child care consuners;

(F) Child care consuners receiving a subsidy;

(G Famly child care providers;

(H) Child care center providers;

(1) Exenpt child care providers;

(J) The «collective bargaining unit representing child care
provi ders;

(K) School -age child care providers;

(L) Child care aware;

(M The Washington state association of head start and the early
chi | dhood educati on and assi stance program

(N) The early learning action alliance; and
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(O Puget Sound educational service district.

(b) The task force shall choose its cochairs from anong its
| egi sl ative | eadership. The nenbers of the mpjority party in each
house shall convene the first neeting.

(2) The task force shall address the foll ow ng i ssues:

(a) The creation of a tiered reinbursenent nodel that works for
bot h consuners and providers and provides incentives for quality child
care across conmunities;

(b) The devel opnent of recommendations and an inplenentation plan
for expansion of the programreferred to in RCW43.215.400 to include
a m xed delivery systemthat integrates community-based early | earning
providers, including but not limted to famly child care, child care
centers, schools, and educational services districts. Recomendations
shal | incl ude:

(1) Areas of alignment and conflicts in restrictions and
eligibility requirenments associated wth early l|earning funding and
servi ces;

(ii) A funding plan that blends and maxi m zes existing resources
and identifies newrevenue and ot her fundi ng sources; and

(tit) Incentives for integrating child care and preschoo
programm ng to better serve working famlies;

(c) The devel opnent of recomendations for mar ket rate
rei mbursenment to allow access to high quality child care; and

(d) The devel opnment of reconmmendations for a further graduation of
the copay scale to elimnate the cliff that occurs at subsidy cut off.

(3) Staff support for the task force nmust be provided by the senate
commttee services and the house of representatives office of program
research.

(4) The task force shall report its findings and recomendati ons to
t he governor and the appropriate conmttees of the legislature no |ater
t han Decenber 31, 2013.

(5) This section expires July 1, 2014.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The legislature finds that the Aclara
group report on the eligibility requirenents for working connections
child care which cane fromthe pedagogy of | ean managenent and focused
on identifying and elim nating nonval ue added work shoul d be foll owed.
The legislature further finds that, followng sone of t he
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recommendations in the report, would result in sinplifying and
streamining the child care system to inprove access and custoner
service wi thout decreasing the program s integrity.

(2) By Decenmber 1, 2013, the departnment and the departnent of
soci al and health services shall acconplish the foll ow ng:

(a) Elimnate the current custody/visitation policy and design a
subsidy systemthat is flexible and accounts for small fluctuations in
fam |y circunstances;

(b) Create broad authorization categories so that relatively m nor
changes in parents’ wrk schedule does not require changes in
aut hori zati on;

(c) Establish rules to specify that parents who receive working
connections child care benefits and participate in one hundred ten
hours or nore of approved work or related activities are eligible for
full-time child care services; and

(d) darify and sinplify the requirenent to count child support as
i ncone.

Passed by the Senate April 27, 2013.

Passed by the House April 23, 2013.

Approved by the Governor My 21, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 21, 2013.
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